N\ SAFEGUARDING NEWSLETTER

Safeguarding

Catholic Archdiocese of Perth
VOLUME 9 ISSUE 2 / June 2025

“Lord Jesus, Hear our voices as we pray for your care and protection. Strengthen and guide us as we
strive to make our Catholic communities a safe place for all. Give us the wisdom and courage to listen
with open hearts, see with open eyes, and speak out to ensure children and adults are safe, loved,
respected, and cared for. We also pray for those who have been harmed. Give them the courage to
seek the truth and to heal. Amen *
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As we approach the winter season, | would
like to extend a warm welcome to the June
2025 edition of our Safeguarding A
Newsletter.

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the
Safeguarding Program — a significant milestone that invites reflection
on how far we've come and the work that still lies ahead.
Over the past decade, we've seen firsthand that safeguarding is not just
a policy; it's a mindset and a culture that thrives on pride, engagement,
and strong communication. It's about fostering shared values, beliefs,
and behaviours that integrate safeguarding into our daily practices, en-
suring the safety of both children and adults. This aligns with the core
mission of our faith: to love one another as Christ has loved us.

This sounds simple in principle, but we know that it's a journey that
doesn’'t happen overnight — and certainly doesn't come without its
challenges. However, we are blessed to be part of an Archdiocese,
where safeguarding is actively embraced every day through a commit-
ment to change, awareness raising, action, and systems that support
everyone.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. It is through your dedication

that we are able to create a safe, empowering, and respectful environ-

ment for all those we serve. This commitment to care and protection is

at the very foundation of who we and what we do as faith-filled Chris-
tians—lets keep it thriving!

Thank you and God Bless. Barb Blayney

‘I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13.

CHURCH WORKER SCREENING

The WWC Screening Unit Compliance Team
are visiting faith-based institutions checking
that records are current and workers meet legal

requirements.

Please ensure your Screening and Monitoring
Database is up to date with Safeguarding

dates (with WWCC copies on file), and/or
Volunteer National Police Clearance details.
Access the Screening Matrix & Database
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| PARISH SUPPORT VISITS !
The SafeguardingI

Coordinator is available to
visit you and help with
any SafeguardingI

compliance matters.
CALL Thomas on 92217762

Template should you need.

Remember to link WWC cards for new volun-
teers or staff who already hold a valid card.

to arrange a time.|
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https://safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CAP-Screening-Matrix-20-09-2023.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fsafeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F09%2FFT26_Screening-and-Monitoring-Database-TEMPLATE_30092023.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.workingwithchildren.wa.gov.au/registeremployees
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The Safeguarding Program Office hosted it's inaugural Safeguarding Round Table event in
April. There was a great turnout of SGOs from across the Archdiocese. It provided an op-
portunity to discuss new ideas, challenges and to share and hear from many.

The topics discussed included:

-

Communication methods (Freecall Hotline/emails vs newsletter/regularity/English as a
second language/lack of engagement and accessibility)

Demographics (age differences in parishes/ethnic communities/disability)

Screening and Monitoring requirements (ongoing challenge to have all volunteers
complete screening and training requirements/online vs in-person sessions/record
keeping/ admin burden)

Outcomes:

=

Personal Advocacy Service have

The installation of a free call 1800 number. The Safeguarding Program Office
freecall 1800 072 390 phone number is operational. The Safeguarding Website has
been updated and we will update Porch Posters. New porch posters will be sent out
over the next few months with the freecall number.

A Easy English Protective Behaviours booklet is in development with two Archdioce-
san Agencies—Personal Advocacy Service and Identitywa.

The Safeguarding Personal Declaration will be built into the Safeguarding Online
Induction. The standalone Personal Declaration forms will only be needed when em-
ployees or volunteers attend an in-person induction.

NEXT SAFEGUARDING ROUND TABLE EVENT - July 2025

Sg@oéuardlnﬁ Ro”ﬂa'

kindly offered to host the next \\‘\ L SG0s WELCOME é

Round Table evening event.
Please joinusina

collaborative reflective practice Wednesday

on Safeguarding. 23 July 2025
7 pm - 8.30 pm
Together we’ll
28 Holdhurst Way, Morley

(Free parking available)

~ share ideas ~ connect ~

~ network ~ inspire ~ REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

~ empower ~ Supper Provided

@ 555
Please click here to C@
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST SHARE IDEAS INSPIRE

CONNECT MEET NEW FRIENDS
NETWORK EMPOWER
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https://www.trybooking.com/DCDWN

The Safeguarding Program Officei
FREE CALL 1800 072 390!

is operationalg

Contact us or report a concern!

ACSL SAFEGUARDING LIVE LEARNING

. 18 June — Webinar — Elder Advocacy
Presented by Briony Underwood, OPAN Victoria
11.30am -12.30pm AEST
Cost: FREE

. 26 June - Webinar - Integrity in Our Common Mission
Presented by Very Rev David Ranson PP VG
2.00pm-3.30pm AEST
Cost: S65 *509% discount for Archdiocese of Perth Personnel

. 10 )July - Workshop - Safeguarding for Boards and Trustees
400pm -6.00pm AEST
Cost: S150 *25% discount for Archdiocese of Perth Personnel

. 13 August — Webinar — Modern Slavery
Presented by Alison Rahill, Archdiocese of Sydney
11.00am -12.00pm AEST
Cost: $65 *50% discount for Archdiocese of Perth Personnel

. 20 August - Workshop - Safeguarding Risk Management
1.00pm -3.00pm AEST
Cost: $150 *259% discount for Archdiocese of Perth Personnel

. 26 August — Workshop - Safeguarding Adults at Risk
1.00pm -3.00pm AEST
Cost: S150 *25% discount for Archdiocese of Perth Personnel

Contact the safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au to register for the discount

Register and create a training profile with ACSL HERE

blal
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mailto:safeguarding@perthcatholic.org.au
https://www.acsltd.org.au/acsl-learning-platform/
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; FREE PARENT WORKSHOP &
6.30PM-9,00PM THURS 5TH JUNE

Protective Behaviours

A child abuse prevention program used across Australia.

This FREE ONLINE workshop hosted by WA Child Safety Services will provide
parents and carers with up to date information and practical strategies that
can empower children and help keep them safe from abuse. The program is

base on two core themes:

P

We all have the right to be safe and feel safe at all times.
We can talk with someone about anything, no matter what it is.

TO REGISTER
Email parentingservice@mundaring.wa.gov.au OR Call (08) 9290 6827

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

2025 Dates of Significance

§The Safeguarding Program Office would like to continue to raise awareness of significant
§days and campaigns throughout the year that highlight and acknowledge important child
§and adult vulnerabilities. :
§These days/weeks provide an opportunity to build better communities and affirm positive ac-
§tion that furthers the common good. :

§We have provided web links to further research these events for promotion at your Parish or
: Agency. :

“When the dignity of the human person is respected, and his or her rights recognised and
guaranteed, creativity and interdependence thrive” - pope Francis

27 May—3 June National Reconciliation Week 2025

15 June Elder Abuse Awareness Day

15—-21June Refugee Week

7—24 July NAIDOC Week by
27 July World Day for Grandparents and Elderly

12 August International Youth Day vA
31 August Social Justice Sunday 4

7—13 September National Child Protection Week

14 September Safeguarding Sunday < "
1 September R U OK Day

4—5 October World Day of Migrants and Refugees (WDMR 2025)

3 December International Day of Persons With Disabilities
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https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/
https://elderabuseawarenessday.org.au/
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/naidoc-week
https://www.usccb.org/topics/marriage-and-family-life-ministries/grandparents-elderly
https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
https://www.napcan.org.au/ncpw-theme/
https://www.catholic.au/s/article/Safeguarding-Sunday-2024
https://www.ruok.org.au/r-u-ok-day?utm_source=HP&utm_medium=IM&utm_campaign=Day&utm_id=EV
https://acmro.catholic.org.au/wdmr
https://www.idpwd.com.au/
https://wacss.com.au/

Safeguarding Guideline (Short Form)
Engaging with Children

he Catholic

Practices when engaging with children (under 18 years old) include, but are not limited to

Conduct

Comply with the Archdiocese Code of
Conduct

Always consider what is in the best
interest of the child

Maintain professional boundaries and
ethical conduct

Avoid over-familiarity or actions that
may be perceived as grooming

Be mindful of power imbalance when
engaging with children

Use appropriate language (no swearing
or offensive language)

Mever provide or permit alcohol
(excluding sacramental wine
administered during Mass), tobacco or
other drugs to a child

Do not engage with children outside of
the children's event or activity unless in
the presence of their parent or carer
If a child altar server requires assistance
to robe or de-robe, they are to seek
assistance from their parent or carer
Respond to and report all concerns,
suspicions, and allegations of abuse
Display in areas where children's
activities or events are held a child-
friendly children's code of behaviour

Pagelor?
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[f Supervision

There should be no situations where
adults engaging in children's activities
are alone with a child. Use a 21 ratio (2
adults to 1 child or 2 children to 1 adult)
For group activities or events, it is
recommended that two supervisors are
present. Where this is not possible,
nvite a parent/carer of a child in the
activity to stay

Do not leave a child unattended while

N your care

If a child needs to leave the event or
activity early ensure a parent or carer
collects them

If a child needs to use the bathroom
and it is not within the proximity of the
event or activity, ensure they are
escorted by an adult or a ‘buddy’ system
s used and the adult or buddy is to wait

outside the bathroom area

Endeavour to be in a space within clear
view (clear glass) or within earshot of
others or leave the door of the room
open with a clear line of sight of ancther
adult when engaging with children

The sacrament of reconciliation with a
child should be conducted in an open
or visible space where possible or within
clear line of sight of another adult

e
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Safeguarding Guideline (Short Form)
Engaging with Children

Cat P

[vi Communication and Records

Practices when engaging with children (under 18 years old) include, but are not limited toc

Obtain parent/carer consent to engage
with children in church activities when
the parent or carer is not present (see
Annexure 1- Parent/Carer Consent
Form)

Keep an attendance record or Sign
In/Sign Out record of activities when
engaging with children

Seek feedback from children on
safeguarding practices

Do not contact (in person, online or via
online social networks) a child outside
of the sat event or activity unless in the
presence of another supervisor in a
group setting or in the presence of the
parent/carer

Keep accurate records of
communication as part of church
records

Do not take or share images of children
without parent/carer consent

Report all concerns, suspicions, and
allegations of abuse ensuring legislative
compliance such as Mandatory
Reporting if applicable

Page 2 or 2
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[v{ Transportation

* Mo transporting a child alone who is
engaged in church activities

s |f transporting a child in an emergency

situation is the only option:
Obtain parent/carer consent
Use a 21 ratio

Record the trip start and finish time

take the most direct route

Seat the child/ren in the rear of the vehicle

[| Trips Away

« Obtain parent/carer consent
« Conduct a full Risk Assessment
« Designate a safeguarding officer

« Ensure all screening protocols and legislative
requirements are followed - all overnight
stay church events imvolving children,
requires all adults attending to hold a valid

WA WWICC,

[] Information & Advice

For additional information please
seek guidance from:

Safeguarding Program Office
safeguardingi@perthcatholic.org.au

)'h-

or your supervisor et fequard
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St Thomas More College
(Residential Assistants
Safeguarding Training)

We welcome the following new
Safeguarding Officers (SGOs)!

Teresa Mitchell (Joondanna)

N

Maki Hales (Baldivis) Chris De Freitas (St Charles Seminary) Monica Orsi (Cathedral)

L-R Fiona Chong (Subiaco), Yuly Johan (Myaree), Wayne McGillivray (Kwinana)
Lorraine Stonham (Balcatta), Jacinta Lee (Willetton)
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~" " Volunteer Ti hanksgiving Mass- 25/Mavy/2025

The Safeguarding Program Office was proud to see
the overwhelming support by SGOs in attendance at
the Volunteer Thanksgiving Mass- THANK YOU!

Catholic
Weste!
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